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Every week hundreds of pounds of food
enter Rhinebeck schools. Every week
hundreds of pounds of trash exit the
same schools. Is this the best way to
spend our money and protect the
environment?  These questions and
some answers will be part of a new
three-year program that connects the
sciences with current environmental
issues.

The new program, dubbed the
Eco-Initiative, is the direct result of
cooperation between the Rhinebeck
Science Foundation, the District, and the
Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies in
Millorook. RSF brought the institutions
together as part of its mission to
stimulate curriculum development in the
sciences. In addition, RSF will be
contributing $50,000 over the next three
years for professional development and
other program costs.

“This represents new thinking about the
possibilities for Rhinebeck students,”
said RSF President Jennifer Hammoud.
“Intensive collaboration between these
three local institutions has produced a
new standard of excellence.”

The program will begin with students
and teachers in every grade conducting
a nine-month assessment of the
ecological footprint of the Elementary
and Upper School campuses. Students

will study water and energy use, food
production for the cafeteria, biodiversity
in  their  schoolyards, wastewater
management, trash, recycling, and how

excess energy in the form of heat and

light are handled.

“If we were to draw a boundary around

each campus, we would see that there §

are major environmental inputs and
outputs,” said Marvin Kreps, Rhinbeck'’s
Director of Curriculum and Instruction.
“Students will discover how their
campuses are connected to other
ecosystems and what that means.”

Students will also be asked to look at
themselves by conducting assessments
of their knowledge of and attitudes
toward the environment. Building upon
their studies, Rhinebeck students will
participate in discussions about climate
change, energy conservation, farming,
and biodiversity.

At the end of the assessment period,
students will report their findings to the
community. Students, teachers and
administrators will use the data collected
to help formulate a district-wide plan for
making  Rhinebeck schools more
sustainable. “This is real world, hands
on learning representing our goals and
vision,” Hammoud said. “Our students
can use the sciences to learn about the
world and shape it.”
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jArriba!

On May 2nd, The Rhinebeck Science
Foundation held its First Annual Spring
Celebration, a hot Cinco De Mayo Fiesta
that was a Pifiata-smashing success!

Balloon ride raffle winners depart Grassmere as the Cinco de Mayo
Figsta begins.

The evening’s honoree was Dr. Edward J.

Sullivan,  Principal ~ Emeritus  of
Rhinebeck’s ~ Chancellor  Livingston
Elementary and one of RSF's earliest and
staunchest supporters.

More than 250 science supporters came
to munch on tasty tacos, sip salt-rimmed
margaritas, and enjoy a perfect Hudson
Valley spring evening at the gorgeous
Grasmere Estate in Rhinebeck.

The event raised $35,000 thanks to the
continuing generosity of our supporters.
This event showed that even in difficult
economic times, people can come
together to support an important cause
and make an investment in our future.






